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25» 
"Reappraising Gandhian Economi Philosophy in the light 

of its relevance in N odern India" 

ABSTRACT 

The focus of this article is not to write on Gar dhian views on different 

arcas of village reconstruction. waraj, environment, machinery, dig 
nity of labour and so on, as can have many writings upon the Gan 
dhian ranging from well rearched paper to book to speeches. The 
main emphasis in this articl is to dissect and try to put its relevance in 
modern time. It is import:ant to understand that a long period has gone 
since Gandhi lived and.nalysed the society. Sometime it seems, Gan 
dhi preached and practiccd the philosophy, which is completely in con 

trast to modern times. But a close analysis and interpretation may 
prove that Gandhi has become more meaningful in today's time than 

anytime else. 

a Dr. Shruti R Panday 

Keywords- Gandhian Economics, Appropriate Technology, Indian Economic 
Thought, 

Introduction- Economic theory in India during the nationalist movement was mainly 
concerned with pluviding momentum to independence movement by exposing ex 
ploitative polic, of British imperialism by focussing on mass poverty (Naoroji, Drain 
theory), occu!t ence of famines (R.C.Dutt), anti -British sentiments (Gokhale) and 
swadeshi (oandhi) and addressing economic problems of India. Thinkers like Da 
dabhai Naooji, Mahadev Govind Ranade, RC Dutt and Gokhale and Mohan Das 

KaramcB.nd Gandhi laid the foundations for modern Indian economic thought in 19th 
and earl, 20th century. Because of his politically dominant personality, Gandhiji 
stands part among other Indian Economists and is stillcontinuing to be a part of 
discourse on Indian economic policy making. 
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Social movements in India in Contemporary Era 

BHUDAN AANDOLAN- PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT -
A LOST CASE OF LAND REFORM 

Shruti R Panday 

Head. 4ssistant Professor, Economics Departmnen, SIES College of Arts, Science & 
(ommerce (Autonomous), Sion(W). Mumhai(37) 

*Til God keeps strength in meI shall tour the country and beg for land for the landless. Land, like air and 
water, cannot be individually owned. It can only be God's. It is the common property of the people and should 

be cqually distr1buted -Acharya Vinoba' 
INTRODUCTION 

Bhudan Aandolan can be described as one of the very few attempts after independence to bring about land 

reform through a movement. The entire campaign was based on the notion that the land is a natural gift and 
should be distributed equally between all. It was historical in the sense that the movement prepared a base for 

political propagation and agitation for redistribution of land, abolition of private ownership of land and the case 

for cooperative farming. 

For a country like India, land has always been not only an asset but resembles the social power and position, any 
measures to bring institutional reforms was bound to take time and be protested. In this regard, the ease with 
which B Bhave appealed to the landlords to donate land for a social cause is inspiring and worth studying. The 

Bhudan movement (annexure-1) presented a novel solution to a complex problem and showed the way to bring 

transformation in individual and community life. The marvellous solution outside the framework of the state 

and institutional interference did not receive the attention it deserved. It was not adequately studied and the 

problem in agriculture and social fabric still persists. 

ISBN: 978-93-90863-69-3 

At the time of independence. intermediary tenures like zamindaris, jagirs and imams owned more than 40 

percent of the area. The ryotwari tenure which covered the other 60 percent area was a picture of large disparity 

in the ownership of land holdings. (Planning Commission report, 1966). A significant patch of lands was 
cultivated bv tenants-at-will and share-croppers who were forced to pay about one-half the produce as rent. The 
exploitative and the class of absentee landlords characterising the agricultural and rural system of India was the 

legacy of permanent settlement created by Lord Cornwaliis in the name of systemising the land revenue svstem. 
Since the time of Rigveda, land was considered as community property, but the British system of permanent 
settlement was an assault on the whole social, economic, political and cultural fabric of the society developed 

over the years. 
Land reform in India was not only an economic intervention needed for removing motivational and other 
impediments for agricultural development and rural reconstruction arising from the agrarian structure inherited 
from the past but also social and community intervention to eliminate elements of exploitation and social 
injustice within the agrarian system. "In a very deep sense, land tenure problems are power problems, problems 
of disparity in economic, social and political power". Kenneth H. Parsons (1960) 
The movement was unique as it was the result of accidental demand and not premeditated. It all started with a 
meeting with villagers at Pochampalli village of Andhra Pradesh on April 18, 1951, where poor Dalit villagers 
gathered to ask for land. A Casual need for solution by Vinoba Bhave was reciprocated by donation of I00 acres 
of land by Ramchandra Reddy and soon it became a mass movement of appealing the landlords with large land 
holdings to donate it to poor landless peasants. It slowly stimulated plitical activity of the peasant class. 
A movement started at a small scale in a village in 1951, soon got a popular face and by 1954 many states 
inspired by this Gandhian Philosophy made legislation to facilitate donation and distribution of Bhoodan land. 

Bhave, Bhoodan Yajna (1953). 
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